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But why is the Spirit so dependent on Jesus Christ ? He is its 
appropriate organ. By his work of revelation, redemption, and sancti- 
fication he is such. And by his person also he is the Spirit's organ. 
In him spirit triumphed over flesh, and divine sonship came to its full 
consciousness. " It is the Spirit that is the great thing in Christianity, 
but the Spirit cannot be separated from the personal Christ, in whom 
we have God with us." 

The Spirit is related to God and Christ in the doctrine of the 
incarnation . Two factors enter into the incarnation — development and 
creation. The divine Spirit was in the world from the first, working 
through nature and providence toward the full self-manifestation of 
God. The ideal and goal of the world's life, sonship to God, was in 
process of realization. The incarnation was " the natural and neces- 
sary culmination" of the whole working of God in the world and in 
man. On the other hand, with Christ there is a new entrance — the 
eternal Son of God, or God as he goes out from himself into the 
world. With Christ a "distinctly new and higher order of being 
enters the world" — "man wholly after the Spirit." 

"The Holy Spirit is the very Spirit of the personal God and of the 
personal Christ." It proceeds from God in Christ as the ethical spirit 
of truth, righteousness, and love, and as the divine presence which 
inspires, instructs, inspirits, and gives comfort, strength, and helping 
grace. 

This book is a suggestive treatment of a most difficult subject. It 
presents an organic conception of nature and of grace, and relates the 
doctrines of the Trinity, Spirit, and incarnation to prevalent scientific 
and philosophical views. The author manifests a deep sense for that 
which is religious. The treatment is clear, almost prolix. The 
weakest side of the work is word-study, which gives relative worth to 
the results. There is no regard for the article with irv&)\ta. But the 
book will supply a need among general readers. 

E. A. Hanley. 

The University of Chicago. 



Texts Explained; or, Helps to Understand the New Testament. 

By F. W. Farrar, D.D. New York : Dodd, Mead & Co., 

1899. Pp. xviii + 372. $1.50. 
Another volume is here added to the extensive list of Dean Farrar's 
works, which, while going sometimes into the Old Testament field, have 
mainly been devoted to the New Testament, and have ranged through 
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many of the twenty-seven books. This latest work indeed takes from 
every book some of the more difficult passages for elucidation. It is only 
too true, as he says, that many passages in the gospels and epistles are 
misunderstood because the reader fails to discover the correct textual 
reading, the exact rendering, or the deep spiritual significance. This 
information the reader might in most cases obtain if he would consult 
the best commentaries, but few people read commentaries. Now, this 
volume of Dean Farrar's is a commentary, but it is hoped that the 
forbidding features of the conventional works are absent, so that people 
will read it. And Dean Farrar's name will attract many ; as may per- 
haps also the fact, stated on the title-page, that he has become " Deputy 
Clerk of the Closet to the Queen," whatever that may be. 

The list of passages which the author has chosen for interpretation 
is necessarily limited and somewhat arbitrary ; many passages which 
occur to one as frequently misinterpreted have not been explained here. 
But on the whole the selection is commendable, and the method of 
exposition is excellent. The sentence or phrase is quoted in the 
Revised Version (no Greek is used, but occasionally a Greek word is 
transliterated), and then a concise comment (in smaller type) follows, 
which strikes directly at the difficult point involved. The matter is 
arranged by books, chapters, and verses, which are clearly shown. The 
order of the books is that adopted in the Revised Version, except that 
the Pauline epistles are arranged in what Dean Farrar understands to 
be their chronological order. The present reviewer would place the 
epistle to the Galatians before the Corinthian epistles, and the epistle 
to the Philippians last of the four imprisonment epistles. 

It must be granted that Dean Farrar has performed a hard task 
remarkably well. Some of his interpretations are demonstrably wrong, 
and many of them are stated confidently where there is much uncer- 
tainty ; but the great majority are correct, and deserve careful consider- 
ation. The average Bible student will find the book reliable, easy to 
use, and a helpful addition to his working library. How far distant is 
the time when the people — not the ministers only — will really have 
some good books to assist them in their study of the Bible ? There 
are so many books written for them — just what they need. And the 
Sunday schools too should have good libraries containing books which 
will furnish teachers and pupils with the information and guidance 
necessary to make intelligent Bible readers of them. This book by 
Dean Farrar might well find a place in such collections. 

C. W. V. 



